» PAVEL ARAZIM, Logical systems as pedagogical and perhaps existential games.
Department of logic, Philosophical Institute of Czech Academy of Sciences, Jilska 1,
Praha, Czech Republic.

E-mail: arazim@flu.cas.cz.

The relation between our everyday reasoning and logical systems has become a topic
of discussions rich both as far as the quantity of their outputs, as well as the diversirty
of opinions is concerned. The straightforward opinion that logic simply captures the
rules for correct reasoning as we abide by them gets more and more under attack. Many
ways to slacken the relationship, yet still not to lose it completely were undertaken.
Still, logical systems are supposed to remain in some sense normative for how we reason.
Various versions of logical pluralism have been proposed, recently the idea of reflective
equilibrium has been used to give a rationale to logical systems. I propose to see
the matters altogether differently.l think logical systems have primarily a pedagogical
import, they work as a simulation of correct reasoning. In this way they are very
simplified. Just as it is a big difference whether you travel in a spaceship or only
train on a simulator. Besides this, logic enables us to have an overview over the basic
structures of our reasoning. Normally, we understand that a specific conclusion follows
from specific premises, we are immersed in the individual cases. With formal logic, we
focus on such general notions as following from. Logic is thus a game which enables
us to get a sight of something serious, just in the sense in which Eugen Fink speaks of
playing in general as about a form of getting a glance at holistic imports and meanings
of the phenomena we encounter in our life. Just a as tragedy in theatre can make
us realize something about ourselves, particularly about our emotions, logical systems
enable us to learn something about our rationality. In both cases the reality is different
and much more complex and perhaps boring.
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